30 MINUTES AFTER NOON

Peter Dyeneley Jeff Tracy
Shane Rimmer Scott Tracy
David Holliday Virgil Tracy
Matt Zimmermann Alan Tracy
David Graham Gordon Tracy, Brains, Parker
Ray Barrett John Tracy
Christine Finn Tin-Tin
Sylvia Anderson Lady Penelope




SUNSET ON A BIG CITY. OFFICES
HAVE JUST CLOSED...

A MAN DRIVING BACK HOME, AS
MANY OTHERS.
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UNTIL HIS HEADLIGHTS
MAKE HIM SEE A HITCH-
HICKING MAN.

Hi there... Are you
going near Princeton

Avenue? -




That's real nice of
you... I've got to get the
Doctor to see my wife!

THE CAR STOPS AT THE REQUE-
STED ADDRESS.




Thank you! But before |
let you go, there’s some-
thing I've got for you...
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What's this...? Just becau-
se | gave you a lift...

HARDLY A SIGN OF GRATE-
FULNESS.

Now listen, Prescott... you
work at the Hudson Building,
room 1972... In the top dra-
wer of your cabinet you'll
find a key to release you...




The bracelet is a bomb set for 8:00
o’clock... Leave it in the same dra-
wer and get away! Better if you do-
n't waste time...! And don’t try to
take it off, it's made of hydro-
chromatised steel!

PRESCOTT TURNS THE CAR TO GO
BACK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
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LESS THAN A 20 MINUTES TIME.
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DRIVING SO FAST, HE CAN'T AVOID
TO BE NOTICED BY POLICE.




Highway Control from car
107... Going in pursuit of a
red cabrio on highway 6.
Get the barriers out!

IN THAT SITUATION, A POLICE BLOCK IS
MORE THAN AN UNPLEASANT DELAY...
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HE CAN ONLY HIT THE BLOCK
AND RUN.

Calling all cars...
Calling all cars...

B
POLICE OFFICERS ARE
ASTONISHED.
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Look at Mr. Pre-
scott... Seems to be
in quite a hurry.




(Come on...
come on...)
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IT NEVER SEEMED SO SLOW...
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...BUT AT LAST IT ARRIVES
AND PRESCOTT HURRIES.
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Look up there...

THE POLICE OFFICERS WATCH
FROM THE STREET.

IT'S NOT DIFFICULT TO SPOT THE ONLY
SWITCHED ON LIGHT IN THE BUILDING.




NOW HE CAN OPEN THE DRAWER WITH
THE BRACELET KEYS IN.
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A VERY LITTLE TIME HAS LEFT.




AN\ | PRESCOTT HURRIES FOR THE
LIFT... TIME HAS ALMOST EXPIRED.




AND AT THE RIGHT TIME THERE IS
THE EXPLOSION!

FIRE ATTACKS ALSO THE ELEVATOR GEAR...
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AND THE CABIN CRASHES ON i
THE GROUND!
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THE FIREMEN RUSH THERE FOR
g RESCUE...
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|FIRE HAS ATTACKED |=
|| OTHER LEVELS.

THE PATROL LEADER MAKES HIS [; & T .
W * * And the building’s au-
: . ™ ‘u-—\ tomatic extinguishers
™ @ © arenotworking!
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! As soon as you have got fire
% under control, | want a full run-
== down! That Hudson Building is
government property! What
y who started it?
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"% He probably got hit by the
,‘J_LLL) ~ explosion! And the eleva-
. @ \':' tor is out of action!




| wish | knew what the
heck this was all about.

IN SPACE THERE'S SOMEBODY
ALWAYS LISTENING...




Thunderbird 5 cal-
ling International
Rescue...
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Any news about the
Hudson Building?

The fire department are there
now, but they’re not having
much success. Brains thinks
only an incendiary device
could cause so much fire so
quickly.




Newscast. The fire de-
partment are trying to
cope with the Hudson
Building fire...
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The janitor said the explo-
sion was preceded by the
arrival at the building of Hu-
dson employee Thomas
Prescott. The police will ha-
ve several charges to make
against Prescott, if they get
him out alive.
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That'’s a definitive call to action!
Alan, get Scott and Virgil here:
Thunderbirds are go!
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...AND VIRGIL GOES AFTER
HIM ON THUNDERBIRD 2.

I-I've instructed Virgil a-

bout the equipment nee-

5 ded. I've advised him to
. take the fire equment

4 BRAINS FOLLOWS THE OPERATION ;b 3
ON THUNDERBIRD 5.
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FIREMEN ARE FIGHTING AGAINST
THE HUDSON BUILDING’S FIRE...

There’s not much hope for
the guy at the foot of the
elevator shaft. It's getting
flooded!




*THE LIFT IS UNDERGROUND, AND
FIRE IS REACHING IT...

What about the sa-
fety doors?

They’re jammed
shut!
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PRESCOTT IS STILL ALIVE...
TILL NOW.
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SCOTT IS COMING.
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The fire department can’t fully
control the fire... Prescott is
stuck in the elevator shatft...
and the water supply of the
automatic extinguishers had
been cut!

What's the la-
test, Tin-Tin?
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| should be reaching Spo-
ke City in 9 minutes!
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FIRE DOES NOT STOP AT HUDSON
BUILDING...

They’ve contacted

k Prescott on the eleva-

tor radio ... he’'sina
bad way! There’s also
a message from Inter-
national Rescue...

International Rescue?
Give me that radio!

!




SCOTT SPEAKS WITH
POLICE CHIEF...

Clear your men right away... and
we’ll need part of the area cleared
for landing.

And I'll need your guarantee of se-
crecy for my organisation.

You've got it, buddy...
You've got it!




SCOTT LANDS UNSEEN BY
INDISCREET LOOKS.
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Latest news. The second
International Rescue craft
is landing. They will con-
duct the operation in
secret...
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THE POLICEMEN ARE
WORRYING.

\

What do you suppose the-
y're up to? They've been
in there 30 minutes!

ANYWAY THEY DID NOT WAS
TIME.

We've got the dycetilene ca-
ge fixed up. Down they go!
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ANOTHER INVENTION FROM BRAINS...
A FIREPROOF CABIN WITH POWERFUL
ESTINGUISHERS.

L || hope it lasts...
Our tank might not
be big enough.




Prescott? This is Interna-
tional Rescue! We've co-
me to get you out of the-
re! Is the frame of the
elevator car still intact?

Yeah, | reckon it is...
Why?




A STRONG JAW GRABS THE LIFT,
WHICH BEGINS TO GO UP TOGETHER

WITH THE CABIN...

Dicetylene is finished.
Will we make it?




PRESCOTT CAN BREATH
AGAIN.

OK, Prescott...
You'll be all right!
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THE DAY AFTER, ONLY RUINS
AND SMOKE ARE LEFT.




Well... Did you see .
Prescott...? X

Yes, he’s still sticking
to that cock-eyed story
about the bracelet...
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POLICE WANTS TO MAKE ALL CLEAR. >

And | believe him! That explo-
sion destroyed the files of so-

*l me of the most vicious gangs...
And the automatic estingui-
shers in the building had been
sabotaged. It adds up...




L LT
: We found this in the
S Hudson Building...

.
That's itl That's the
bracelet...
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_ ¥ Get me the FBI... We're

gonna get to the bottom of
this... Even if it means em-
ploying a little deception...




But Alan, you said
you saved the man
in the Hudson
Building?

They may have a sche-
y me... maybe they want
' the man responsible to

think he can try it again.




THE OFFICES IN THIS BUILDING
ARE NOT CONCERNED WITH
USUAL BUSINNESS.
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More tea, old chap?
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| AVERY CONFIDENTIAL TALK.

i
Southern is the best &
man for the job...
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Afternoon,

|I '
||| Sir...
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All set,
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You will need this...




Good luck, and be
careful.

SOME DAYS LATER...




A FEW DAYS LATER, IN GLENGARRY
CASTLE, SCOTLAND...

Don’t worry... the leader
will give you complete
instructions by radio,
when you reach Glen-
garry Castle in Scotland.




THREE STRANGE MEN ARE
LIVING THERE...

Why are they kee-
ping us in this
dump? Boy, is it
cold!

They know what they
are doing... Just relax.




Waiting for instruc-
tions... But when?
We’'ve been here for
36 hours...

Attention, this is the
leader speaking! | will
now outline the final
details of the plan...




At 0900 you will leave

the castle... the timing
is vital!
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“At 0910 you will be at the nuclear plutonium store...
the authorities mantain it's impregnable, we are going
to prove them wrong!”




The entire area is de-
4 serted. Powerful robots
4 guard every door...

“The ray machine you have be-
en given is tuned to the robot
frequencies and will render them
inactive...”




“You will then enter the building, unsea-
ling each electronic door as you go...”
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“There are three electronic doors with a robot guar-
ding each... again you will use the ray machine!”




“At 9:30 you must be in the main storeroom...”

“You will set the fuses, then clear the
area and drive south.”




“You will rendez-vous with my elijet, and prepare to
leave the country.”

| So we're going to
" meet you at last?
"
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Yes, you will
have earned
this honouir...




Leave that pen
alone! You make
me nervous!!

There is no time for bicke-
ring! Exact timing is vital!




Three hours after you have
set the fuses, at precisely
1230 hours, the nuclear
store will explode!

How do we get the
fuses? What time do
we set them?
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| was waiting for one of you to
ask me that... the fuses are set
| at this moment... and are atta-
ched to your wrists! This is a
precaution | have taken to make
certain you carry out the mis-
sion successfully...

The key that will release
the bracelets is the same
one that unlocks the panel
to the plutonium vault me-
chanism.
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It was a smart mo-
ve to lock these to
our wrists...

Yes, very smairt...
Let’'s get moving!




LATER, AT THE RIGHT TIME, THE THREE
SABOTEURS ARE OUTSIDE THE NUCLE-
AR STORE.

OK, Southern... fix
that robot!
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|...AND THE FIRST ROBOT IS DEACTIVATED.
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...50 THAT THE THREE MEN CAN
ENTER THE DEPOSIT.




[T
THE SAFE DOORS ARE OPENED ONE BY
ONE...




AT LAST THEY CAN SEE THE
VAULT...

Where's the fourth
robot?




THE BRACELETS KEY IS

- .
| 'w | Stay there! There’s

.\ﬁ- w| been a change of
9 E




What are you tal-
king about? Unlock
these bracelets!

First you must do so-
mething. You're gonna
capture the leader and
bring him here!
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S We won't be back before
A8l these charges blow!
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SOUTHERN DID NOT SEE THE FOURTH
ROBOT, WHICH IMMOBILIZES HIM...




SOUTHERN'S FORMER COMPANIONS TAKE
OFF THEIR BRACELETS...

We’'re gonna leave
you, just like that... In
three hours this place
is gonna go up... And
so will you.




AN,

We’ll jam the electronic do-
ors shut... No one will be
able to get in!

FUSES ARE POSITIONED AND THE SA-
BOTEURS RUN, LEAVING SOUTHERN
HELD BY THE ROBOT.




THE ELECTRONIC DOORS ARE CLOSED
AND THEIR CONTROLS DESTROYED.

SOUTHERN STILL HAS HIS
RADIO-PEN.




BLITTISSAL
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Agent Tiger 4 to HQ... |
must contact 2-1! This
is an emergency... the
fuses have been set!
You must evacuate the
entire area!
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We’'ll come and
release you!

The nuclear store will e-
={xplode at 1230 hours... you

""" must evacuate! No one can

get into this place in time!

[]




1|3(
= | ‘
- f F" :

No one, except perhaps... F b, WP
. o i
International Rescue! ,-‘;' :

P il Yes. . It's worth

e . atry!
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE
IS LISTENING...




Calling International Rescue! ‘
This is 2-1 of the British Security
Service... There could be a nu-
clear explosion that will destroy

«| half of England!

Nothing like fishing to
relax the mind...




. | Return to base im-
mediately!

It's a blg one this
time... we've got
just two and one
half hours!
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Boy, we're gonna
be tight on time!

I'll take pod 5... With la-
ser beam equipment.

W-what about the g-
guys who started the
trouble...?

= |t's not our job to
catch the crooks...




...but our agent in
Britain could help.

TIONAL RESCUE’S LONDON
AGENT...

Foreign agents are fle-

only two hours! IR refe- §
rence 19/54-0O. Can you
handle it?

I'll do my best, Jeff...
I'll call you later!







SCOTT IS LEAVING TOO...

...FOLLOWED BY VIRGIL.
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What is your ETA at the
danger zone, Virgil?

12:10, Scott! Flying
at maximum speed!




Can you hear me,
Southern? You just sit
tight. We’ll soon have
you out.
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| Get away while you can!

Il

We’ve come a long
way to rescue you
and we’re gonna do it!




VIRGIL LANDS TOO...




A POWERFUL LASER BEAM IS REQUIRED
TO CUT THE HEAVY ELECTRONIC DOORS.

OK Virgil, we’ll have
to work fast! There
are 14 minutes left!




THE LASER BEAM CUTS THE FIRST
DOOR AS IF IT WAS MADE OF PAPER!

LADY PENELOPE TOO HURRIES TO [ ' ﬁ'*',"&-__'-'-;'j-f.
ACCOMPLISH HER MISSION... R




We are behind time,
Parker...

w5

THE ROAD IS CLOSED...

~ DANGER

.ROAD CLOSED
FOR REPAIRS




...BUT PARKER NEVER CARED TOO
MUCH ABOUT PROHIBITIONS...

VIRGIL HAS OPENED
THE FIRST DOOR.
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SCOTT AND VIRGIL GO AHEAD
QUICKLY...

..WHILE TIME IS RUNNING.




THE CHARGES ARE READY
TO EXPLODE.

BUT ALSO THE LAST DO
IS OPENED.




I'll get those fuses! Take
care of the robot!

SCOTT COLLECTS THE FUSES '

AND RUSHES TO THE EXIT.




..WHILE VIRGIL TRIES TO
FREE SOUTHERN.

THUNDERBIRD 1 IMMEDIA-
TELY LIFTS OFF...




. ...TO CARRY THE CHARGES TO
A SAFE PLACE.

THANKS TO ITS INCREDIBLE SPEED, IT
REACHES THE SEA IN A MINUTE'S TIME.
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...WHERE THEY CAN EXPLODE
WITHOUT ANY DAMAGE.
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LADY PENELOPE IS CLOSE
TO HER TARGET.
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s 79" &l 'm glad things tur-
—e &4 ned out this way..
..-‘- L8 We get a bigger
- share of the loot!

Quite so... now all we
have to do is escape
to safety!

BUT THERE'S SOMEBODY UNINVI-
TED FOR THE MEETING.




LIKE ALL THE SPECIAL CARS, THE
ROLLS HAS SOME PARTICULAR OP-
o TIONALS.

THE ELIJET IS HIT IN VITAL PARTS.
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SCOTT IS BACK TO THE DEPOSIT.

He’s in a bad way... |
couldn’t release him
quicker!

| You did your best... I'll
call an ambulance!




LADY PENELOPE TOO ARRIVES.

— ) This is Southern,
Mission accompli- - \-the agent we just
shed... 2 rescued... He needs

™

hospital attention!




Get him in the car, I'll
take him myself!

SEVERAL DAYS LATER, SOUTHERN
HAS DINNER WITH LADY PENELOPE...

“ I'm as fit as ever, but it's
the end of my secret a-
gent career.

. e

5 WYou’ve been very kind...

| am sorry...
why’s that?




My cover’s broken... We
are only able to operate
by remaining incognito!

It does sound fascinating...
I've often wanted to do so-
| mething exciting... Like
being a secret agent!
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Well, it's not all romance...
we walk with danger as a
shadow... Death is a con-
stant companion!
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- ) No, Penelope, you
.* & just be what you are...




